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 About 80% of the Brazilian population lives in 
URBAN AREAS. 
 

 Urban development is held, at a federal level, 
by the Ministry of Cities.  
 

 Besides the Federal level, Brazilian states and 
municipalities also have influence on urban 
policy, including housing, energy, and 
transportation. 



 Brazilian Universities are also focusing on 
Urban and Regional Planning Programs.  

 

 Creation of Institutes such as the Institute for 
Research on Urban and Regional Planning 
(IPPUR).  



 

 Beginning of the 20th century: Urban planning 
in Brazil receives a strong European influence. 

 

 

 

 

 
     Rio de Janeiro, early 20’s                            São Paulo, 1905 

 



 New cities were planned and built: Belo Horizonte, 
Goiania, Brasilia. 
 

 

 

 
       Belo Horizonte                       Goiania                          Brasilia 

 

 More recently, urbanism in Brazil is influenced by 
different factors such as a migration from the 
interior to larger cities.  
 

 Currently, we see a return to the interior, as 
agriculture is booming, as well as the creation of 
new industrial and tourism hubs.  

 

 



 This migration from the interior to the cities 
or the other way round generates issues.  
 

 The municipalities are taking this into 
consideration : Almost every city in Brazil has 
a Secretariat of Urban Development or an 
organization that handles it.  

 



 Rio de Janeiro is undergoing a large urbanization 
renewal program: its Port area is being completely 
renewed, in what is considered one of the largest 
urban projects in the world currently.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Also, for the games, new avenues, transportation 
systems, museums, sport complexes, hotels, 
business and residential projects are underway. 

 



 The city of Rio Secretariat of Urbanism 
created a project where sustainable 
construction or renovation projects can grant 
tax reductions, the “Qualiverde” project. 

 

 It aims to increase the number of sustainable 
buildings in Rio. Other Brazilian cities may 
follow the example.  

 



 The city of Curitiba is known worldwide for its 
sustainable practices: the city has been awarded in 
2010 with the Globe Sustainable City Award as the 
World’s most sustainable city.  

 

 The award text mentions that “Curitiba’s Municipal 
Master Plan indicates reorganization of the urban 
territory, considering drainage basins as basic 
planning units, institutional strengthening, seeking 
the development of planning and environmental 
management processes as well as changes in 
production and consumption standards, reducing 
costs and waste.” 

 



 Most of the Brazilian larger cities suffer of the 
lack of urban planning, as they are growing 
on a quick path . 

 

 This creates huge problems, such as urban 
mobility issues, water and wastewater 
concerns, etc. 

 



 In 2011, the cities of Petropolis, Nova Friburgo and Teresopolis 

suffered with heavy rains and landslides which killed over 700 

people.  

 

 Two weeks ago…the cities of Petropolis and Teresopolis suffered 

with heavy rains and landslides which killed…25 people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teresopolis, 2011                                Petropolis, April 2013 

 

 



 Opportunities are in urban projects, transportation projects,  
port and airport renewal projects, new highways, museums, 
hotels and hospitals.  

 

 Also, in the upcoming games (Stadiums, Olympic sports venues, 
the Olympic villages and urban projects related to it). 

 

MORE SPECIFICALLY, IN THE FOLLOWING INDUSTRIES:  

-  SERVICES (ARCHITECTURE, PLANNING, ENGINEERING, LANDSCAPING) 

- LIGHTING 

- PAVING TECHNOLOGIES 

- RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL AUTOMATION 

- WATER SANITATION 

- REALTORS 

- HOTEL CHAINS 

- IRRIGATION 

- SOLAR ENERGY 

- DISASTER PREVENTION TECHNOLOGIES 

- INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGIES, among other areas. 

 

 



 

BEST WAY TO ENTER INTO THE 
BRAZILIAN MARKET IS PARTNERING 

WITH A LOCAL FIRM. 

 

BRAZIL IS QUITE OPENED TO U.S. 
COMPANIES. 

 
 



 The American Planning Association has an 
exposure to Brazil: The APA assisted the U.S. 
Consulate in Rio to promote a seminar on 
“Urban Planning and Energy Efficient 
Construction for Low- Income Areas of the 
Americas” in November 2010.  
 

 By that time the APA launched its initiative to 
share planning best practices across the 
Americas and to connect U.S. urban planning 
experts with Brazilian planners to build 
planning capacity and encourage citizen 
engagement.  



https://www2.focusbrazil.org.br 


