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Keeping Neighborhoods Great 


Boise’s North End 
 







Traditional Neighborhood Block Grid 







Grand Central Boulevard 







Wide Variety of Architecture 
Victorian  







Craftsman 







Minimal Traditional 







Tree-Lined Streets 







Historic Schools and Churches 







Hyde Park Retail District 







Camel’s Back Park  







Threats to the North End 


• High traffic volumes from Foothills 
development and inbound regional traffic 


• High speed traffic on local streets 


• Disinvestment based on traffic impacts 


• Demolition and replacement of historic homes 
with parking lots or inappropriate designs 


• Loss of historic character 


• Loss of diversity and affordability 


 







 Foothills Development  Plan 
Established Upstream Limitations  







 
$10 Million 


Serial Levy 
for public 
purchase of 
foothills 
property has 


protected 


10,300 acres 







Traffic Calming Program 


 Bulb-Outs 


 Chicanes 


 Medians 


 Roundabouts 


 Stop Signs 


 







Medians and Bulb-Outs 


 







Chicanes 


 







Diversion of Inbound Traffic 







North End 
Historic 
Districts 
 


 


• Harrison Blvd 


• Hyde Park 


• North End 


• North End        
Expansion 


• Near North 
End 







Special Zoning Standards 


25-Foot Lot                          
Ordinance 
• 1-1/2 story                


limitation 


• Front porch         
requirement 


• Lot coverage 
limit 


• Alley parking       
requirement 


 







Historic District Design Guidelines 


• Illustrated                
Standards 


• Focus on        
massing 


• Materials 


• Fenestration 


• Sustainable   
practices 


 


 







Conservation District 


• Prohibits                            
off-site 
parking                               
lots 
unless 
housing 
included 
in project 
 


 







Conservation District 


• Incentives 
for adaptive 
reuse 


• Reduced 
parking 
requirement 


• Tandem 
parking 
allowed 


 


 







Neighborhood Reinvestment Grants 


• Annual grants 
for public 
projects like 
signage and 
park 
improvement 


 







North End has thrived, diversified… 







…and  adapted. 








2013 APA 


National 


Conference 


KEEPING 


NEIGHBORHOODS 


GREAT 
 







Lake Oswego, OR: First  Addition Neighborhood  


 Sarah Selden, City of Lake Oswego 
Neighborhood Planner 


 
Boise, ID: Nor th End Neighborhood 


 Hal Simmons, City of Boise Planning 
Director 


 
San Diego, CA: Hi l lcrest Neighborhood 


 Lara Gates, City of San Diego Community 
Plan Update Project Manager  


 


Urbana, IL:  West Urbana Neighborhood  


 Libby Tyler, City of Urbana Community 
Development Director  


 


FOUR GREAT NEIGHBORHOODS 







 Variety of functional attributes that contribute to 
a resident's day-to-day living. 


 Accommodates multi-modal transportation 


 Design and architectural features that are 
visually interesting. 


 Encourages human contact and social activities.  


 Promotes community involvement and maintains 
a secure environment.  


 Promotes sustainability and responds to climatic 
demands. 


 Has a memorable character.  
 


APA’S GREAT PLACES IN AMERICA 







 What are the attributes that make 


these neighborhood great? 


 How can planners maintain the 


livability and qualities of these 


great neighborhoods? 
 


PLANNING QUESTIONS 







 Neighborhood Overviews 


 Panelist Responses 
 Alternative transportation 


 Neighborhood involvement 


 Historic districts 


 Housing  


 Traffic and parking 


 Maintaining greatness 


 Questions from the Audience 
 


OUR PRESENTATION 







From Libby –  West Urbana 


 


 “Rightzoning .”Adjust zoning so that it can stabilize the 
neighborhood and encourage investment 


 Protect historic character – this is what makes the 
neighborhood great 


 Maintain infrastructure – including historic 
infrastructure.  Details are important 


 Keep institutions in the neighborhood (schools, churches, 
etc) 


 Multi-modality.  Needs to be walkable, bikeable, etc. 


 Work with neighborhood group – even through 
controversies and conflict  


 


 


TIPS FOR KEEPING NEIGHBORHOODS GREAT 







From Hal –  Boise North End 


 


 Neighborhoods should be directly involved in in planning their 
future through a formal neighborhood association program 
that is sanctioned by the City.  


 The City should partner with neighborhoods in planning, 
installing and maintaining infrastructure and public 
amenities.  


 Don’t be afraid to try novel zoning or design review 
approaches; modify them if they don’t work the first time.  


 Look beyond the neighborhood boundaries for solutions. 
External areas can offer threats and opportunities alike  


 Maintain a vibrant and healthy downtown that people want to 
l ive close to.  


 


TIPS FOR KEEPING NEIGHBORHOODS GREAT 







From Lara –  Hillcrest San Diego 


 


 Meet with groups regularly to understand concerns and issues  


 Relay the information back to key staff  


 Keep up to date information on websites and send out 


notification emails on a regular basis  


 Meet with groups outside of regular meeting venues, i.e. 


discuss issues over coffee or lunch  


 Demonstrate how concerns and issues raised were addressed 


in planning process 


 


TIPS FOR KEEPING NEIGHBORHOODS GREAT 







From Sarah –  First Addition Lake Oswego 


 


 Bring the neighborhood in early to participate and keep them 
involved in local projects.  


 Let the neighborhood take ownership by assisting with 
outreach. 


 Create zoning that provides for a mix of densities in 
appropriate locations.  


 Review the results of new development codes and other 
projects to see how they’re working and recognize they may 
need to be adjusted over time.  


 Take advantage of inter -departmental resources; 
communicate to leverage opportunities from other projects.  


 


TIPS FOR KEEPING NEIGHBORHOODS GREAT 








 
 


Recipient of the 2007 APA 


Great Neighborhoods Award 







 One of San Diego's most urban neighborhoods. 


 Social, cultural, and political influence, 
particularly for gays and lesbians. 


 Residents and leaders working together 


 Early architecture 


 Smart growth-oriented redevelopment 


 Pedestrian friendly 


 







Location 


Eclectic and village-like, 
Hillcrest is just north of 
the world's most 
famous zoo and the 
adjoining Balboa Park 
cultural museum 
complex.  
 
There are tree-lined 
streets, and the 
commercial district has 
antique stores, 
restaurants, specialty 
shops, bookstores, and 
entertainment venues. 
 


Hillcrest 


Balboa Park 


San Diego Zoo 


San Diego  
International Airport 


Bankers Hill/ 
Park West 


Mission Hills 


Middletown 
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In 1990, a once shuttered Sears store became one of the 
country's first compact, pedestrian-oriented and mixed-
use redevelopments. Involving more than 200,000 square 
feet, the Uptown District project attracted national 
attention as an early model of smart growth 















 Uptown Planners – City’s Officially 
Recognized Community Planning Group – 
Land Use and Growth 


 Hillcrest Business Improvement District – 
Business Owners 


 Uptown Parking District – Street 
Improvements and Parking  


 Hillcrest Town Council- Civic Activities and 
Other General Activism 







 Although all groups have different missions 
they all have the same goal of making 
Hillcrest a great neighborhood. 







 City staff and the various Citizens Groups 
work together on a regular basis to ensure 
that communication lines are open and that 
the community’s voice is heard when new 
development and infrastructure plans and 
projects are in development and design. 
 


 In the past there has been a lack of 
communication and this has caused delays 
and mistrust among the public 







 Meet with groups regularly to understand concerns 
and issues 
 


 Relay the information back to key staff 
 


 Keep up to date information on websites and send out 
notification emails on a regular basis 
 


 Meet with groups outside of regular meeting venues, 
i.e. discuss issues over coffee or lunch 
 


 Demonstrate how concerns and issues raised were 
addressed in planning process 
 








Keeping 


Neighborhoods 


Great 
PANEL QUESTIONS 



















http://www.champaigncountybikes.org/images/CUbikemap.pdf














 
 
 
 


Keeping Neighborhoods Great 
West Urbana, Illinois 


APA National Conference 
April 16, 2013 


 
Libby Tyler, PhD, FAICP  


Community Development Director 
City of Urbana 


 







































Market at the Square 











































2005 Urbana Comprehensive Plan 







• Downzoning 


• Mixed Office Residential District 


• Lincoln-Busey Corridor 


• Conservation District 


Planning Approaches  







Other Tools 


• New Resident Outreach 


• Rental Registration 


• Systematic Inspections 


• Occupancy Limit Enforcement  


• Unapproved Parking Surface Inventory 


• Restricted Parking 







QUESTIONS? 


Elizabeth “Libby” Tyler 


City of Urbana Community 
Development Director 


ehtyler@urbanaillinois.us 


www.urbanaillinois.us 
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http://www.urbanaillinois.us/



